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T

Iittle Explorera

T+ feels like the last half term went past in a blinkl We had ice and the hope of snow and hopefully are vow
going to spot the early sigus of Spring.

Last half term the children enjoyed our topics “T's cold outside”, “Bird watch”, “Dinosanrs” and we ended
on “Kinduess”. We are all so pround of our Little Explorers and the way that they look after each other.
They help put each other’s shoes on and help them wash their havds. Our big children are always lookivg
after our vounger children and are always thivking of others. Our Kindwess Jar is never empty!

We also said a fond “farewell..but see you soonl” to Ruth. As you all know, Ruth has started her maternity
leave which is very exciting! We are very sad to be without her but know we will still see her when she’s
dropping Wolly off. We are sending her all our love and can't wait +o hear of the arrival of our very youngest
Lit+le Explorer very soonll

This half term we will start with our topic “Favourite books and stories”, this will coincide with World Book
Day on Thursday ¢ WMarch. Last vear we invited parents in on World Book Day to snuggle into our cosy
reading areas and share a book with vyour child. It was a lovely morving so we would like to do the same
this year. Parents, arandparewts or carers are invited to joiv their child on Thursday 6™ Warch from dam
mwitil A.45am to sit and look through our books and share a story with vour child. They will love showing
you their favourite book at Preschooll We will +hen look at Signs of Spring and Life Cycles, People who help
us avd thew finish with Easter. If anjyone knows of anjone that would be willing +o come and speak +o the
children during our “People who help us week”, please let us kuow. We would love to have someone from +he
Police or Fire service or maybe even a Doctor, Nurse or Dentist come in and visit.

we will be starting to think about our Little Explorers Garden and what to plant in our raised beds and
tubs. If vyou have any spare seeds or plants, please pass them our way! The children LOVED growivg and
eating their own vegetables last year. This vear we would like +o plant some fruit bushes for them to evjoy
t00.

This term we will hold our Stay and Play afternoon on Friday 11 April at 2pm. We will have lots of activities
out for you and vour child to ewjoy ncluding an Easter craft followed by a story and then an Easter themed
snack.

following updated information from the Department for Education on Friday, our funding and fees policy is
carvently under review pending discussions with the Local Authority, which will hopefully happen in the vext
few weeks. Please be reassured that we are doivg everything we can +o make the funding work for us all,
but we canvot ajive you any more information until we have consulted with the Local Aunthority avd discussed
any thanges with our management committee. There will be no chavge v the way we charae before the
new guidance comes ivto force on the 15 of April. Therefore, we will be sending out +wo invoices for this half
term. The first covering the period 24 Feb — 28" Warch and the second covering 315" Warch — 1™ April.
It you have any gquestious about this, please ask.

Laura, Jordan, Ruth, Claire, Diary Dates
) ) Monday 24" February: Start of second half of term

Katie and Jasimine x Thursday 6" March 9am-9.45am: World Book Day stay and read
Thursday 6™ April 2pm: Jiggy Wrigglers Easter Party

Friday 11" April 2pm: Easter Stay & Play afternoon

Friday 11* April: End of Term

Monday 28 April: Start of Summer Term
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Shropshire Parenting
Help and Support Line

Mon - Thurs, 9.30am - 4.30pm
Fri, 9.30am - 3.30pm

No judgment, just support

Online safety:
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Going online is a huge part of most young people’s lives so it’s important
to talk to them about online safety. Here's our tips to get you started.

Chat to them about what
they like to do online

The best way to find cut what your child is doing online

isto talk to them and have regular conversations so

that online safety is part of everyday discussion. Ask

them open-ended questions like ‘What's your favourite

gamear app to play on?".

* Listen to what they have to say and show an interest.
They could give you a demo of their favourite app ar
show you their favourite YouTube or TikTok account.

* They will probably be able to teach you things you
don't know! This will also give you an opportunity to
chat about any safety settings they might already
have in place.

* Regular conversations with your child will
encourage them to come to you if they ever need
support or advice.

Talk about who they are
in contact with online

There are lots of different ways that children
«can talk to people online — messaging apps, on
social media, and less obvious ways such as
«chat on anline games. Talk to your child about
who they are talking to and what they are
sharing with them.
* Use settings to help limit who can contact
your child.

* Remind your child that they shouldn't share
personal information with people they don't
know online.

* Let your child know they can come to you
or another trusted adult if any conversation
makes them feel uncomfortable.

Make sure to talk to your child
first before implementing any

new settings and explain to them
how they help to keep them safe.

EVERY CHILDHOOD IS WORTH FIGHTING FOR

It is nearly time to start school! Here are some things you

can practise at home to help you get ready for school.

Self-Care and Independence

I can wash and dry my hands.
I can wipe my nose.

I can put on/fastzn my
coat and shoes.

I can use the toilet.

Speaking and Listening

Playing with Others

+ I join in gomes and activities
with other people.
+ I can share and take turns.

Iam learning to dress/undress —
this will help me change for PE.
= Iam happy to be awny from

my parents or carers. [ know
they will be back soon.

= I can talk obout my ideas, needs and feslings.
- I can ask o grown-up for help.

= I can follow simple instructions

Eating and Drinking

« I can use a spoon, knife and fork.

» I can open my lunch box as well as wrappers and packoging.

« I can drink from a water bottle, carton or open cup.

Reading and Writing

« I can count a small number of items.

Numbers

« I like singing number rhymes or songs.
» Iam learning to say numbers to ten.

» I con recognise some numbers.

= I can recognise/read my name.
= Ican hold a pencil to drow.
= Iam learning to write my name.

= Ienjoy listening to stories and rhymes.




